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Press	
  Excerpts	
  &	
  Awards	
  List	
  
BELFAST	
  BLUES	
  

written	
  and	
  performed	
  by	
  Geraldine	
  Hughes	
  
	
  

Geraldine	
  Hughes,	
  the	
  Virtual	
  Theatre	
  Project,	
  and	
  Firefly	
  Theater	
  &	
  Films	
  
	
  
“…impressive	
  physical	
  moments…a	
  boisterous	
  humor	
  hums	
  throughout…Geraldine	
  is	
  the	
  engrossing	
  
anchor	
  of	
  this	
  drama.”	
  

New	
  York	
  Times	
  

“CRITIC’S	
  CHOICE…a	
  particular	
  thrill	
  accompanies	
  the	
  discovery	
  outstanding	
  ability,	
  and	
  this	
  sensation	
  
attends	
  ‘Belfast	
  Blues’…a	
  mint	
  fresh	
  voice…outstanding…packs	
  a	
  potent	
  wallop.”	
  

LA	
  Times	
  

“Geraldine	
  Hughes	
  is	
  one	
  in	
  a	
  million…she	
  is	
  both	
  a	
  poignant	
  writer	
  with	
  a	
  wicked	
  sense	
  of	
  humour	
  and	
  
a	
  great	
  solo	
  performer.”	
  

British	
  Theatre	
  Guide	
  

“…exceptionally	
  moving…poignant…”	
  

American	
  Theatre	
  

“…weighty	
  and	
  poignant…the	
  emotions	
  flickering	
  in	
  her	
  big,	
  round	
  eyes	
  of	
  penetrating	
  ‘Belfast	
  blue’	
  are	
  
wide-­‐ranging	
  and	
  complex…”	
  

Daily	
  Variety	
  

“…a	
  stunning	
  solo	
  virtuoso	
  performance…a	
  bravura	
  performance.”	
  

London	
  Morning	
  Star	
  

“…she	
  brings	
  to	
  life	
  the	
  quirky	
  and	
  colorful	
  inhabitants	
  of	
  that	
  battle-­‐scarred	
  place…takes	
  your	
  breath	
  
away.”	
  

Chicago	
  Sun	
  Times	
  

“…tour	
  de	
  force…a	
  powerful	
  evening	
  of	
  theatre…”	
  

Backstage	
  

“PICK	
  OF	
  THE	
  WEEK…taut	
  and	
  energetic…uncompromising	
  truthfulness…”	
  

LA	
  Weekly	
  

	
  



	
  

“…a	
  one-­‐woman	
  play	
  the	
  way	
  it	
  should	
  be.	
  You	
  can’t	
  take	
  your	
  eyes	
  off	
  Geraldine	
  Hughes…”	
  

West	
  End	
  Extra	
  

“CRITIC’S	
  PICK…may	
  be	
  the	
  best	
  solo	
  show	
  I’ve	
  ever	
  seen…a	
  tour-­‐de-­‐force…”	
  

Backstage	
  West	
  

“…fresh	
  and	
  uncompromising,	
  and	
  makes	
  for	
  an	
  absorbing	
  evening	
  of	
  theatre…”	
  

Curtain	
  Up	
  

	
  

“…awe-­‐inspiring…commanding…Hughes	
  possesses	
  the	
  pinpoint	
  timing	
  of	
  a	
  stand-­‐up	
  comedian	
  
combined	
  with	
  a	
  flawless	
  ability	
  to	
  replicate	
  the	
  many	
  colorful	
  Belfast	
  denizens	
  that	
  have	
  populated	
  her	
  
life…”	
  

Talking	
  Broadway	
  

“The	
  tour-­‐de-­‐force	
  performance	
  by	
  Hughes	
  is	
  gut	
  wrenching.”	
  

Tolucan	
  Times	
  

“…a	
  gem…a	
  show	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  tell	
  you	
  friends	
  about…”	
  

showmag.com	
  

	
  
Awards	
  

• Ovation	
  Award	
  for	
  Best	
  Solo	
  Performance	
  
• LA	
  Drama	
  Critics	
  Circle	
  Award	
  for	
  Writing	
  
• Garland	
  Award	
  for	
  Lead	
  Performance	
  
• LA	
  Week	
  Award	
  nomination	
  for	
  Solo	
  Performance	
  
• LA	
  Drama	
  Critics	
  Circle	
  Award	
  for	
  Digital	
  Imagery	
  Design	
  
• Drama	
  League	
  Award	
  Nominee,	
  Distinguished	
  Performance	
  
• Top	
  Acting	
  &	
  Top	
  Storyline	
  in	
  the	
  Wall	
  Street	
  Journal/Zagat	
  Theater	
  Survey	
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THEATER |  THEATER REVIEW

A Child of the ‘Troubles’ of Northern Ireland

Geraldine Hughes Returns to New York With ‘Belfast Blues’

By CLAUDIA LA ROCCO SEPT. 29, 2014

“Belfast Blues” is full of impressive physical moments, when the flow of Geraldine
Hughes’s words is either emphasized or countermanded by the casually coiled
force of her body. On Saturday afternoon at the Barrow Street Theater, where the
show has returned to New York for a limited engagement, one moment in
particular stood out: Ms. Hughes standing very still and straight, embodying a
British soldier.

Would her trigger finger pull back, firing the gun aimed at the small boy whose
provocations had worked just a little too well?

Of course, there is no gun, nor a little boy — not onstage, at any rate. Save for a
shifting backdrop of evocative images designed by Jonathan Christman and spare
lighting (Mr. Christman) and sound (Jonathan Snipes), everything that exists in
this 90-minute monologue is brought to life by Ms. Hughes, its author. Carol Kane,
who directed, must have quickly seen that her writer-actress didn’t need that much
theatrical support.

Ms. Hughes has good source material: her childhood in a working-class
Catholic household of eight in war-torn Northern Ireland. A boisterous humor
hums throughout, but it cannot stave off the stress and fear of such an upbringing;
not surprisingly, Ms. Hughes dedicates her performances “to all the children who
live in places of conflict.”

And though she convincingly inhabits a colorful crew of characters (including
the inevitable alcoholic gambler of a father whose horses always come in second),
little Geraldine is the engrossing anchor of this drama, which robustly juxtaposes
childish wonder and brutal reality. As she grows older, the balance slides toward
understandable teenage heartache in the face of relentless sectarian unrest, and

http://www.nytimes.com/
http://nyti.ms/1qPa4FM
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/theater/index.html
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/l/claudia_la_rocco/index.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/life/weekend/geraldine-hughes-and-her-rocky-road-to-fame-28447412.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2005/01/21/theater/reviews/21blue.html?module=Search&mabReward=relbias&
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/people-places/in-northern-ireland-getting-past-the-troubles-52862004/?no-ist
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the writing doesn’t always remain as taut.
“Belfast Blues” brings its audience to the edge of Geraldine’s adulthood, when

she is about to cash in on her ticket out of Belfast. She already has a film under her
belt, having been spotted years ago by a visiting Hollywood director. And now she
is headed to America. There are no clichés here about the land of opportunity,
however. What’s important, as is often the case, isn’t so much what she’s headed
toward, as what she’s leaving behind.

“Belfast Blues” runs through Sunday at the Barrow Street Theater, 27 Barrow Street, at Seventh Avenue South,
West Village; 212-868-4444, barrowstreettheatre.com.

A version of this review appears in print on September 30, 2014, on page C2 of the New York edition with the
headline: A Child of the ‘Troubles’ of Northern Ireland.

© 2014 The New York Times Company

http://www.nytimes.com/content/help/rights/copyright/copyright-notice.html
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Echo News
Hughes borrows Barrow

for 8 ‘Blues’ Mondays
By Peter McDermott
pmcdermott@irishecho.com

There’s no surefire recipe for
success in an acting career. 

But Geraldine Hughes sug-
gested some ingredients: “A lot
of hard work, a lot of luck and
timing.” 

She didn’t
mention talent,
though one clearly
would need that
in abundance to
have a resume as

varied and interesting as hers.
In recent years, Hughes has

starred in movies with Clint East-
wood and Sylvester Stallone, has
executive produced a film in
which she played a leading role
and has appeared in episodes of
marquee TV shows. She has also,
since 2003, performed her own
one-woman show in cities on
both sides of the Atlantic.  Most
recently, “Belfast Blues” played
seven times to a packed Brian
Friel Theater at Queen’s Univer-
sity in the title city in December.
That success gave her an idea.

“It was in my system again,”
she said, “and people in New
York had been asking me about
it, so I thought I’d put it on here
again.” 

So she will appear on stage at
the Barrow Street Theatre in next
Monday’s sold-out show and the
seven subsequent Mondays
through the end of April. “ I t ’ s
very exciting and very scary,” she
said of appearing on the set of the
hit revival of Thornton Wilder’s
classic “Our Town,” which has
been playing at the off-Broadway
venue Tuesdays through Sun-
days for the past 12 months. 

“Belfast Blues” was first
staged in a 35-seat theatre that
had once been a Los Angeles
shoe shop. It ran for 15 weeks.
She’d come a long way since she
was cast in 1984 in a NBC Movie
of the Week, “Children of the
Crossfire.” She moved to the city
in 1989, got a degree at UCLA
and stayed 16 years. 

Hughes flew her mother -
who is a character in the play as
is the actor’s late father — the
6,000 miles to L.A. for the open-
ing of “Belfast Blues.” She then
brought it back to West Belfast,

wherever I went,” Hughes said.
Normally, as an artist she would-
n’t require that. “But it was about
a specific place at a specific time,”
she explained. 

It was important, too, that the
groups of people who traveled in
on buses from the Shankill Road,
“on the other side of fence,” also
enjoyed it.

Hughes argued that an Irish
sense of humor is key to the
play’s appeal. “You can’t really
tell a story about war without
laughter, because people would-
n’t want to watch it,” she said.

The show led to film work,
specifically opposite Stillone in

uled, a new director enlisted an
entirely different cast.

Hughes has more recently
played in Eastwood’s critically
acclaimed “Gran Torino.” How-
ever, she had decided before the
recent film roles came her way to
move to New York. 

“L.A. is a very strange place if
you decide not to become part of
the factory. I was difficult to cast
because I look like a real person,”
she said. “I didn’t and wouldn’t
buy into the idea of changing
how I look — by starving myself
or having plastic surgery, which
is a huge part of that culture.” 

She cited other familiar com-
plaints: the “monotony of one
season” and the fact that one has
to drive everywhere. 

In any case, New York is more
central for her. 

She will soon begin work on a
project that is inspired by the
South African work “Truth in
Translation.” It will be staged in
Belfast later in the year.
“We have an ensemble of 10

Northern Irish actors,” she said.
“We’ll be work-shopping and
developing the piece over the
next couple of months.” 

Another Northern Ireland
focus is writer Abbie Spallen,
whose work she admires greatly.
In 2009 she was executive pro-
ducer for the film version of Spal-
len’s “Pumpgirl.” In it, she
reprised the role of Sinead, the
wife of a man involved with a
woman who pumps gas. When
she played it at the Manhattan
Theater Club in December 2007,
the New York Times’ Caryn
James called it a “glorious perfor-
mance.”

Geraldine Hughes’s biggest
ambitions concern the New York
stage. “I’d really, really love to
have a beautiful part on Broad-
way,” she said. “A big role. That
would be an experience of a life-
time.” 

For tickets for “Belfast
Blues,” directed by Carol Kane,
go to www.smarttix.com or call
(212) 868-4444. The Barrow
Street Theatre box office is locat-
ed at 27 Barrow Street and 7th
Avenue South in the West Vil-
lage, 1 block south of Christo-
pher Street. 

“Rocky Balboa.” Said Hughes:
“That happened because the
casting director saw ‘Belfast
Blues.’ She saw something in that
performance she thought would
absolutely work playing a work-
ing-class Philadelphia girl as the
new love interest for Rocky.”

The news that she got that
part came as a welcome silver
lining just days after she’d heard
that plans for a Broadway pro-
duction of “Shining City,” with
its playwright Conor McPherson
directing, had fallen through.
“That was heartbreaking,” said
Hughes, who was due to star in
the show. When it was resched-

and later to Galway, London and
back to L.A.

It tells the story of the first 18
years of her life, some of which
were spent in the since demol-
ished Divis Flats.

“There are 24 characters, but it
explores that world through the
eyes of a young girl,” she said.

“You don’t have to be a
Catholic from West Belfast to
enjoy it,” said Hughes, who was
born in 1970 and is the second
youngest of six children.

Her family and community
liked it, which meant a great deal
to her. “That made me feel that I
had permission to tell the story

Irish
Echo
Interview

The

Film and TV actor Geraldine Hughes will star in “Belfast Blues” in next Monday’s sold-out performance
and every Monday through the end of April.

Young N.I. artists feature in Scope New York
By Peter McDermott
pmcdermott@irishecho.com

A video featuring interviews with
taxi drivers who were shot and
wounded during the Troubles will be
featured at Scope New York, one of
five major art fairs taking place in the
city this week. 

Artist Lisa Byrne herself worked for
almost half a year driving a cab in
Belfast to win the confidence of her
subjects. 

“It’s pretty intense,” said Peter

Richards, the director of Golden
Thread Gallery, about Byrne’s video.

Golden Thread has four artists, all
between 29 and 36 years of age, fea-
tured in this year’s Scope, which takes
place at Lincoln Center. “They are four
of the most talented emerging artists
in Northern Ireland,” said Richards
about Byrne, Victoria J. Dean, Allan
Hughes and Keith Winter. 

Both Byrne and Winters have come to
New York for the fair, which is being
held from today through Sunday. 

“We met them in Berlin,” said

Richards about the initial contact with
Scope. “They were impressed with
what we were showing there.

“This is really big for us,” the director
said. He believes it is the first time that a
Northern Ireland gallery, has been invit-
ed to such an event in New York. 

Richards said the trip was made
possible by the Creative Industries
Fund and the Northern Ireland Arts
Council. He couldn’t travel as his wife
is due to give birth very soon, but
Golden Thread exhibitions officer
Sarah McAvera will promote the

North’s art scene along with Charles
Walsh and Chris Downey. 

The gallery, which is located on an
interface in North Belfast, has also
asked prominent Brooklyn artist and
County Down native Tom Bevan to
help with the trip. 

Golden Thread Gallery is located at
Switchroom, 84-94 Great Patrick St.,
Belfast. BT1 2LU. Website:
www.gtgallery.fsnet.co.uk; Tel: 011-
44-28 90 330920; Email:
info@gtgallery.fsnet.co.uk 
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